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JACKET STOLES IN 
SPRING SPOTLIGHT 


Tops on the list 
of spring showings 
of suits and coats 
is the jacket stole. 
Fashion experts 
predict that it will 
be the most popu- 
lar of all outfits 
this season because 
of its adaptability 
for easy wear- 
ing. Smartly- +, 
designed outfit } 
atrightismade @ 
of rough-tex- 
tured wool and 
jersey with 
fringed edges 
and is square 
cut and tacked 
at the sides to 
give full arm- 
holes. The 
complete out- 
fit, designed by 
Swansdown, is 
priced at $99.50. 
For other new 
spring fash- 
ions see ““Mod- 
ern Living.” 
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NATIONAL REPORT 


Supreme Court Asked To End D. C. Jim Crow 

District of Columbia commissioners asked the 
U. S. Supreme Court to bar racial segregation in 
Washington restaurants. Appealing the decision of 
a lower court which had held that laws banning 
segregation were invalid, the commission plea quoted 
President Eisenhower as opposing segregation in the 
district. The legal dispute began in 1950 when 
Thompson’s restaurants refused to serve three Ne- 
groes. They went to court, citing anti-segregation 
laws passed in 1872 and 1873 by the old legislative 
assembly. 

Counsel for the District of Columbia asked the na- 
tion’s highest court to reverse the 5 to 4 ruling of the 
U. S. court of appeals, which held in effect that res- 
taurants could legally bar Negroes. ‘The importance 
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of this case to the people of the entire nation is manifest,” 
the appeal said. “The importance to the nation of solv- 
ing the problem of racial discrimination in the United 
States, and particularly in the District of Columbia, is so 
great that the President devoted a portion of his state-of- 
the-Union address to that subject.” 

The appeal noted that residents of the District of Colum- 
bia do not have the right to vote and stated: “In every 
locality in the United States except the District of Colum- 
bia, the question whether or not to prohibit racial dis- 
crimination in licensed public eating houses would be de- 
cided in the American way, by vote of the people. 

“Here in the District of Columbia, the views of the 
majority must be left to conjecture, for until Congress 
provides the means, the people of the District of Columbia 
are powerless to register their will. The effect of the de- 
cision of the court of appeals in this case is to make it im- 
possible for Congress, until the Constitution is amended, 
to provide the means for the people of the District to de- 
cide this or any other question for themselves.” 


U. S. Court Upholds Louisvilie Amphitheatre Ban 

The U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals upheld a ban against 
Negroes at summer musicals at the Iroquois Amphithea- 
tre in Louisville, Ky. The opinion came in a suit filed by 
James W. Muir, former Municipal College student, who 
was refused admission in 1951. 





Adam Powell To Run For N. Y. Mayor 

Cong. Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. (D., N. Y.), an- 
nounced that he would campaign for the mayoralty 
of New York City, should he be “nominated by the 
Democrats” in November. If nominated, the Har- 
lem Congressman would be the first Negro candidate 
to head the Democratic city ticket. Powell’s an- 
nouncement was made during a CBS television pro- 
gram discussion of politics with Rep. Jacob K. Javits 
(R., N. Y.), who indicated that he would accept the 











Republican nomination for mayor. 
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Jacob Jackson. Samuel Crawford and Atty Edward Jackson 


Negro’s Story Exposes N. Y. Police Scandal 

A Negro’s story of a brutal beating at the hands of New 
York City police touched off: 1) a Federal grand jury in- 
vestigation of the department; and 2) Congressional 
hearings into a six-month-old pact between the depart- 
ment and a justice official which barred the FBI from in- 
vestigating cases involving the violation of civil rights. 
Simultaneously, the NAACP and Rep Adam Clayton 
Powell, Jr. (D., N.Y.) demanded that New York Mayor 
Vincent Impellitteri fire Police Commissioner George P 
Monaghan, who reportedly made the agreement through 
former assistant attorney general James M McInerney. 
Powell asked House investigators to summon FBI head 
J. Edgar Hoover to tell how the “criminal conspiracy” 
was effected. 

Calling New York “a city of terror,” Powell cited the 
case of Jacob Jackson, a slender, 32-year-old truck driver 
whose story to a Federal grand jury touched off the in- 
vestigation and hearings. Jackson, arrested last August, 
said he was beaten so severely while handcuffed to Sam- 
uel Crawford that he required two brain operations and 
had two steel plates placed in his skull He was picked up 
at the scene of a sidewalk card game Powell said Mon- 
aghan suppressed evidence in the case and lied about it 
“from the very beginning.” Mayor Impellitteri indicated 
he would dismiss Monaghan if the charges against him 
were proven. 
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Ralph Cooper at trial with Sheriff Thomas Brennan (r.). 


‘Trenton 6’ Defendant Gets 6 to 10 Year Prison Term 

Last “Trenton Six” defendant Ralph Cooper, who was 
accused with five others of slaying a white second-hand 
dealer with a pop bottle in January, 1948, unexpectedly 
pleaded no defense at his third murder trial in Trenton, 
N. J., and received a six to 10-year prison term. In mak- 
ing his plea, Cooper implicated his five companions and 
placed them at the scene of the crime. Four of the five 
were acquitted at earlier trials; a fifth, Collis English, 
died in prison awaiting a new trial. The four men freed 
were immune from re-trial, however, under the “double 
jeopardy” clause of the Constitution. 


Corporal Sues For $10,000 For Bus Jim Crow 

Airman Eddie Billingsley, Jr., alleging that he was forced 
off a bus by a driver wielding an ax, filed a $10,000 damage 
suit in a Macon, Ga., Superior Court against the Southern 
Transit Bus Company. The corporal, stationed at Robins 
Air Force Base near Macon, said he was forced from the 
bus between Macon and the air base. 
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Booker T.’s Daughter Accused of Blackmail 

Mrs. Portia Washington Pittman, daughter of noted 
educator, Booker T. Washington, was charged with black- 
mail by S. J. Phillips, president of the Booker T. Wash- 
ington Birthplace Memorial, in answer to a $45,750 breach 
of contract suit filed against Phillips and the memorial 
in a Roanoke, Va. federal court. Phillips declared that 
Mrs. Pittman threatened to use her influence to defeat a 
bill authorizing the coins unless she received part of the 
proceeds. 

Also named in Phillips’ charges was Robert L. Ephraim, 
president of the Booker T. Washington Foundation in 
Washington, D. C. Under terms of the alleged contract, 
Washington’s daughter and Ephraim contend they were 
to receive $25,000 each over a five-year period for promo- 
tion of the sale of Carver-Washington half dollars. 


Philadelphia Ends All-Negro Firefighting Units 

After swearing in three Negro lieutenants, the Philadel- 
phia fire bureau abolished all-Negro Engine Company No. 
11, and announced the end of segregated fire-fighting 
units. The new lieutenants: Guernsey Boot, Roosevelt 
Barlow and Dalmon Edmunds. 


Ex-Joe Louis Manager Denies $138,563 Tax Debt 

Chicago realtor Julian Black and 
his wife, Russell, denied owing the 
Federal Government $88,153 in back 
income taxes and $50,410 in penal- 
ties for fraud. The Blacks are 
charged by the internal revenue 
bureau with failing to report in- 
comes of $38,000 to $46,000 a year 
from 1948 to 1951. Black is a for- 
mer manager of ex-heavyweight 
champion Joe Louis. In a petition 
filed in U. S. tax court in Washing- 
ton, D. C., the realtor said that the 
bureau had not revealed the source 
of their alleged additional income f 
from real estate, stocks and bonds. Julian Black 











Truman Tells How He Defied Ku Klux Klan 

Former President Harry S Truman said the Ku Klux 
Klan once tried to force him to join its hooded ranks, but 
he defied them and refused. Quoted from Kansas City, 
where he now maintains offices, by International News 
Service writer Robert Dixon, Truman said: “The Ku 
Kluxers were wearing hoods, holding meetings at night 
and burning fiery crosses, and intimidating the Negroes, 
Jews, Catholics, and foreign-born elements. I was just 
entering politics after getting out of the Army. I was 
running for county judge. The Ku Kluxers asked me to 
join, and I refused They made all sorts of threats to 
try and force me, so I went out (to a meeting) and gave 
them a dressing down. They left me alone when they 
found they couldn’t get away with it.” He said he re- 
fused to join “because I knew they were wrong.” 


Congressman Hits False D. C. Bias Report 

A New York Congressman denounced Federal officials 
in Washington, D. C., who “falsely and maliciously” told 
a Negro clerk-typist she could not work in the White 
House because of her race, and demanded “summary ac- 
tion.” Rep W Sterling Cole (R., N. Y.) said the unnamed 
Officials “sought to discredit and undermine President 
Eisenhower’s administration by unwarranted misrepre- 
sentation.” Rep. Cole did not name the girl but said 
she applied for a secretarial job at the White House and 
was told Negroes could not get White House jobs. 


Slayer Released 28 Years Late 

Joseph Wilson, 71, of East St. Louis, Ill., was released 
from prison after technically serving 28 years more than 
he should have on a murder convictiun A St. Clair Court 
jury ordered Wilson imprisoned for life on Dec. 9, 1918, but 
the trial judge erred and sentenced Wilson to one-to-ten- 
years Under this sentence. the inmate was eligible for 
parole after serving seven years Under the jury’s original 
sentence, he was eligible for parole after serving 20 years. 
Circuit Judge Edward F Bareis ordered his release be- 
cause “he’s served more than he should have.” 
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15 Win Freedoms Foundation Awards 


Freedoms Foundation Awards for 
contributions to a better American 
way of life were won by 15 Negro 
individuals and organizations. Pre- 
sented $100 cash awards by Vice 
President Richard Nixon at Valley 
Forge, Pa., were Philadelphia editor 
Ralph H. Jones, Los Angeles com- 
poser William Grant Still, Los An- 
geles physician Dr. Thomas Rose 
Peyton, West Chester, Pa., writer 
George Wesley Blount and Rich- 
mond pastor Samuel DeWitt Proc- aa: 
tor. An essay award was won by William Grant Still 
Mrs. Leah D. Hopewell of York, Pa. 

Colleges given awards were Lincoln University (Pa.), 
West Virginia State College and Central State of Wilber- 
force, O. High schools named were Sumner in Kansas 
City, Mo., Booker T. Washington in Sapula, Okla., Dudley 
in Greensboro, N. C., and Maggie L. Walker in Richmond, 
Va. Awards were also given radio station WDIA in Mem- 
phis and the National Freedom Association in Philadel- 
phia. 


Red Petition Signer Restored To N. Y. Police List 


Jervey Hamilton, a Navy veteran, was restored to the 
New York City police eligibility list after a state supreme 
court justice ruled that the mere signing of a Communist 
Party petition does not disqualify a man as a city patrol- 
man. Hamilton denied any Communist affiliations or 
leanings after the civil service commission removed him 
from the list, but admitted signing a nomination petition 
for Benjamin Davis in 1949. Davis, now a convicted 
member of the Communist Party, was then running for 
New York City Council. In making his decision, Justice 
Samuel Hofstadter said that “However searchingly the 
record (Hamilton’s) is studied, there still remains noth- 
ing against the petitioner.” 











Defeated Candidate Wins $7,500 From Election Board 

Because ‘he three-man Chicago election board ordered 
destroyed contested ballots in his bid for the office of state 
representative in the 1948 elections, Atty. C. Francis Strad- 
ford was awarded $7,500 by a superior court jury. He con- 
tended that the board’s action deprived him of office in 
the Illinois house of representatives. After the election the 
official count showed that Stradford lost by 3,000 votes and 
he filed a petition with the secretary of state for a recount. 
When the state requested the ballots it was advised by 
the board that the ballots were ordered destroyed. 


Yesterday In Negro History 
February 28, 1776—Jean Pierre Boyer, president of 
Haiti (1818-1843), was born in Port-au-Prince. Be- 
cause of the opportunism and cruelty that charac- 
terized his rule, Boyer was known as “The Mulatto 
Machiavelli.” 

February 28, 1942—Scores of persons were injured 
in the Detroit riot which flared up when 1,200 
armed whites prevented Negro tenants from mov- 
ing into a 200-unit Federal housing project. 

March 1, 1943—Frederick Randolph Moore, editor 
and publisher of The New York Age, died in his 
New York home at the age of 85. 

March 4, 1872—James Forten, free Negro sailmaker 
and abolitionist who was chairman of the first con- 
vention of free Negroes held in Philadelphia in 1817, 
died in Philadelphia. 
March 5, 1922—Egbert Aus- 
tin (Bert) Williams, often 
called “the world’s greatest 
comedian” died of pneu- 
monia, in his New York 
home. The famed Negro 
had collapsed after the 
first night of the Broadway ' 
musical Under the Bamboo / > 
Tree, in which he starred. ~~ 

He was 47. Fred Moore 
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FORECAST 


Whites At Negro School. For the first time in its 
86-year history, Morgan State College at Baltimore 


will admit white students with the beginning of 1954 
fall term. 


New Relay Champions. The crack Grand Street 
Boys’ Club mile relay team of Andy Stanfield, George 
Rhoden, Herb McKenley and Mal Whitfield will set a 
new world’s record for 1,600 meters. 


Exposure Of Pulpit Phonies. A group of leading 
Protestant ministers will form an association to in- 
vestigate and expose phony preachers who win con- 


verts by selling incense, healing powder and dream 
books. 


African-Negro Bank Deals. A group of Nigerian 
banking executives from Lagos will visit the U. S. 
this year to make business contact with Negro bank- 
ing houses, loan associations and businessmen. 


New Package Show. Big Jay McNeely, madcap 
tenor sax player, will tour the country in a package 


show this spring that will also feature singer 
Frankie Laine. 


New Braves Centerfielder. Although Bill Bruton, 
Milwaukee Brewers star outfielder, has been touted 
as Sam Jethroe’s successor in centerfield for the 
Boston Braves, another Brewers’ star, Luis Marquez, 
will win the job. Bruton will be returned to the 
minors for another year of seasoning. 
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| FOREIGN NEWS | 


Dr. Bunche May Get Sudan Job 

Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, chief of the United Nation’s trus- 
teeship division, may be named to a seven-man commis- 
sion that will supervise elections leading to self-govern- 
ment in Sudan, Northeast Africa. Dr. Bunche, UN medi- 
ator in the Arab-Palestine dispute and 1950 Nobel Prize 
winner, was prominently mentioned by diplomats from 
the U. S., Egypt, Britain and India during a conference in 
Cairo. The Sudanese will decide in three years whether 
they want independence or annexation to Egypt. 


Cuba Quizzes Jo Baker About Communism 

Singer Josephine Baker was questioned in Havana, Cuba, 
by the military intelligence service concerning alleged 
Communist leanings, but the American-born French citi- 
zen denied any Red affiliations and was released. 


White S. African Women Learn To Use Firearms 

Aroused by reports of Mau Mau violence in Kenya, 
white women in Pretoria, South Africa, formed a pistol 
club under the auspices of the Skiet Commando. A 
course in musketry for girls was introduced at Brebner 
High School in Bloemfontein, and at Stellenbosch white 
women are also learning how to handle firearms. 


Haitians Get ‘Unwanted’ TVA Project 

Haitian President Paul Magloire exploded 50 pounds of 
dynamite to officially begin construction of a $21 million 
Little TVA in the Artibonite Valley, but the 106,000 peas- 
ants who live in the valley could not see the need for the 
new project. 

In 40 months, these farmers, used to primitive subsist- 
ence level farming, will have one of the world’s highest 
buttress dams irrigating 80,000 acres of their land. But 
the skeptics reason: “If a farm agent knows some better 
way of farming, why isn’t he busy making money at it 
instead of telling us about it?” President Magloire said 
he will rely on the gros negres (the natural leaders of the 
community) to change the skeptics’ minds. 
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British Jail 20,000 In Drive On Mau Mau 

Although Kenya’s jails already are overflowing with 
an estimated 20,000 Kikuyu tribesmen, the British pushed 
plans to evict all members of the anti-white Mau Mau 
secret society from their stronghold in the Aberdare 
Mountain area in East Africa. In one barbed wire en- 
closure on Nakuru race course, evicted Kukes are hud- 
dled together in horse stalls. By patrolling day and night, 
Kenya’s white settlers hope to deprive the Mau Mau of 
food, weapons and recruits and ultimately starve them 
into submission. 

The Kenya government has offered a $1,400 reward 
for the capture of Dedam Kimathi, who has emerged as 
leader of the Mau Mau while the trial of Jomo (Burning 
Spear) Kenyatta, alleged leader, continues at Kapen- 
guria. 


Haiti To Build New City For Workers 

As part of President Paul Magliore’s development pro- 
gram, the government of Haiti has selected a Chicago 
construction firm to erect a modern city on the outskirts 
of Port Au Prince for use by white collar workers. The 
$4,000,000 project includes 350 homes, water, sewer and 
street systems, parks, a church, a recreation center, com- 
mercial buildings, schools, public structures, athletic fa- 
cilities and a stadium. 


‘Motherly’ Nurse Helps Ethiopian Vet Get New Leg 
Because a white American Army nurse in Tokyo makes 
it a practice to “mother” her patients, an Ethiopian war 
veteran will be fitted with an artificial limb to replace his 
left leg, blown off in Korea. Pvt. Gabremicail Tumebo, a 
member of Emperor Haile Selassie’s imperial bodyguard 
before joining the Ethiopian battalion in Korea, dreaded 
return to his native land without an artificial leg. Lt. 
Sonny LeGlaire, a veteran nurse from the Bronx, wrote 
the West Orange American Veterans Committee for help, 
offered to pay for the limb. Instead, the AVC flew Pvt. 
Tumebo to West Orange where Dr. Henry H. Kessler, top 
orthopedic surgeon, wiil fit him for a new limb. 
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YABig Game 
Hunters: Board- 
ing an airplane 
in New York on 
the first lap of 
their big-game 
hunting trip to 
Africa are Dr. 
and Mrs. Cecil 
Marquez (fore- 
ground), Dr. Lu- 
cien Brown and 
Mrs. Marie 
Grant. They are 
carrying $2,500 
worth of guns 
for the safari. 





Korea Vet Held For Slaying Platoon Sergeant 

A 22-year-old Korea veteran was held at Wuerzburg, 
Germany, for the slaying of a platoon sergeant and hero 
of World War II. Charged with premeditated murder was 
Herbert Washington of New Orleans after the fatal shoot- 
ing of M/Sgt. Willie M. Robinson of Topeka, Kan., inside 
a company barracks at Bamberg, Germany. Both Negro 
soldiers had served in Korea before going to Germany. 
Robinson, 27, wore a Silver Star for bravery in Korea. 


Tom Toms Warn Africans Of Marijuana Raids 

Jungle police in Johannesburg, South Africa, solved the 
riddle of the disappearing African marijuana farmers and 
rounded up 60 suspects in their biggest raid. The Afri- 
cans had used tom-tom drums and native horns to sound 
the warning of impending raids. Police became suspi- 
cious when they heard drums during raids on standing 
fields of marijuana in a 90-square-mile district. 
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“MEDICINE 


‘Frozen Alive,’ D. C. Man Dies After 2-Day Fight 

A homeless, 52-year-old man who had a body tempera- 
ture of 77 degrees—21.6 points below normal—when ad- 
mitted to Gallinger Hospital in Washington, D.C., died of 
exposure after clinging to life for nearly two days. It 
was one of the lowest temperatures ever recorded for a 
living human being. Hospital attendants identified the 
man as Johnny Brown, said he was found “frozen alive” 
in an alley. He had a pulse of 40 to 50 beats a minute, 
half the normal rate. A special laboratory thermometer 
was needed to take Brown’s temperature because clinical 
instruments did not register low enough. Lowest temper- 
ature ever recorded for a living person was that of Doro- 
thy Stevens, Chicago’s “deep freeze girl.” Her tempera- 
ture dropped to 64.4 in 1951. 


Phony St. Louis Dentist Tripped Up By Patient 
Chalmers Weaver of St. Louis, Mo., was sentenced to 
six months in jail for practicing dentistry without a li- 
cense after one of his patients claimed his dentistry sent 
her to the hospital. Mrs. Louise Weaver said she suffered 
mouth infection last July after Weaver pulled a tooth. 


Nashville VA Ends Surgery Ward Race Bias 

Racial segregation in the surgical wards at the Veterans 
Administration Hospital in Nashville, Tenn., has been 
abolished, VA officials reported. The action followed a 
protest to the VA by Rep. Adam C. Powell, Jr., of New 
York who charged that his pianist-wife, Hazel Scott, had 
visited the hospital and found Negro patients segregated. 
VA Officials said the plan of integration had been under 
study long before the entertainer arrived and the change 
in policy did not stem from her visit. They also explained 
that there is no segregation of medical and surgical serv- 
ices at Murfreesboro, Tenn., but 195 beds for Negro neuro- 
psychiatric patients are in a separate building. Both 
Negro and white patients attend church and social func- 
tions together, hospital authorities claimed. 
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TWO TEACHERS GIVE $12,900 
Two Chicago grade school teachers presented a $12,900 

white mink coat to Prophet James F. Jones, Dominion a 
Ruler of the Church of the Universal Triumph in Detroit. Ci 
The teachers, sisters Evelyn and Esther Jackson, said they st 
gave the coat to Prophet Jones because he restored the C: 
health of their mother, Mrs. Esther Jackson, 70. She was se 
cured by following the Prophet’s instructions to drink le 
water four times at the Gary, Ind., bus station. “She did in 
as the Prophet bid,” Esther Jackson said. “She’s very eC 
intelligent and scientific.” gC 
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Prophet Jones in new mink interviewed by TV’s Burt Lancaster. ’ 54- 
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) MINK COAT TO PROPHET JONES 


0 Known in the Prophet’s church as Princess Bruntella 
n and Princess Essentina, they explained the choice of the 
t. coat for the gift: “We decided on the coat,” Evelyn Jack- 
y son said, “be- 
le cause we’d often 
LS see the Prophet 
K leave his services 
id in a little over- 
'y coat over his 


gorgeous robes. 
He looked so 
cold. We selected 
white because he 
is like the lamb 
of the world and 
so pure.” They 3 . 
revealed that Esther and Evelyn Jackson 
their brother, Sterling, bought a $3,900 Lincoln for the 
Prophet shortly after their mother’s recovery. On another 
occasion, they reportedly gifted the Prophet with a huge, 
several thousand dollar diamond ring. 


The first coat of its kind ever made for a man, the 
mink has a scarlet silk lining. The deep flap pockets are 
lined with scarlet velvet. Made from 175 skins, it has a 
raglan flareback with raglan sleeves, a shawl collar and 
wide turn-back cuffs. It was designed and made to order 
in New York for a Detroit women’s store The operator 
washed his hands every half-hour to prevent soiling the 
skins, a store representative said After Prophet received 
the coat, it was given a light once over with a vacuum 
cleaner. 

The sisters, who said Prophet Jones cured their mother 
of a goiter ailment in 1947 after seven doctors had failed, 
paid $2,000 down and will pay monthly instalments of 
$375 for the coat. Prophet Jones donned the coat in his 
ter 54-room “French Castle” and said, “God’s will is done.” 
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MR. & MRS. 


Radio Actress Lillian Randolph Seeks Divorce 
Radio-TV actress Lillian Ran- 
dolph filed for divorce in Los An- 
geles superior court, charging her 
husband, former dining car waiter 
Edward M. Sanders, with cruelty. 
Miss Randolph is represented by at- 
torney Crispus A. Wright. She filed 
suit under her legal name of Cas- 
tello Sanders. Miss Randolph is 
“Birdie” on the Great Gildersleeve 
radio show and’ “Madam Queen” on : 
the Amos ’n’ Andy radio and TV = 
shows. She married Sanders at Lillian Randolph 
Gardnerville, Nev., in 1951. They parted Feb. 2. 


Husband Slays In-Law With Bullet Aimed At Wife 

A 30-year-old man in Tuscumbia, Ala., killed his sister- 
in-law with the bullet he aimed at his wife. Charged with 
murder was Walter D. Oates, who explained to police that 
he returned home after starting for work, “because I had 
been hearing some things.” He found his wife, Cora, and 
sister-in-law Mary Armistead in a car with an unidenti- 
fied man. He began shooting wildly. Lamented Oates: 
“I’m sorry I shot Mary. I didn’t mean to hit her.” The 
wife was seriously wounded. 


Detroit Father Held For Rape Of Daughter, 16 

A 16-year-old Detroit girl complained to police that she 
was raped by her 37-year-old father shortly after her 
mother left home for work. The girl said her father, 
clad in pajamas, forced her into the act after waking her 
saying, “Daddy wants to make love to you.” Police jailed 
the father after the girl went to the home of her sister 
and told them of the incident. Her father had tried with- 
out success to make love to her many times over a period 
of years, the girl complained. Police withheld names of 
the father and daughter. 
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Brooklyn Clerk Hacks Wife, In-Laws To Death 

More than 150 New York detectives scoured Brooklyn 
for a 39-year-old former mental patient suspected of 
hacking his wife and her parents to death with an ax and 
a claw hammer. The suspect is John Staley, a shipping 
clerk, who had been under mental observation at Brook- 
lyn’s Kings County Hospital. Dead are Essie May Staley, 
29; and her parents, James and Gertrude Johnson. 


Detroit Couple’s Charges Bring Courtroom Laughs 
When Labell Green, 29, appeared in Detroit recorder’s 
court to answer non-support charges filed by his 24-year- 
old wife Gladys, the twc hurled charges and counter- 
charges that rocked the courtroom with laughter. Among 
other things, Mrs. Green complained that her husband: 
1) hid a supply of bologna sandwiches in the icebox and 
blacked her eye when she ate one; 2) smashed the wash- 
ing machine to make her wash by hand: and 3) locked 
up her clothes to keep her at home. But Green was 
equally vociferous and claimed that he: 1) returned home 
from work to find another man in the house; 2) showed 
the judge marks where his wife had slugged him with a 
broom; 3) smashed the television set to keep him from 
seeing his favorite programs 
Jimmy Witherspoon’s Wife Seeks Divorce 
In Los Angeles, blues singer Jim- 
my Witherspoon was named de- 
fendant in a divorce suit brought 
by his wife, Rachel. She charged 
him with extreme cruelty and 
claimed that he inflicted grievous 
mental suffering upon her without 
cause or justification. She also 
asked for a restraining order to 
prevent him from doing bodily 
harm to her. Witherspoon, she 
charges, threatened her and struck 
her with a gun. Witherspoon has 
filed a demurrer and claims that his : ee 
wife is guilty of bigamy. Jimmy Witherspoon 
19 
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NIGHTS IN JAIL, DAYS AT ' 
A 26-year-old Furham, N. C., husband was ordered to | 
work by day and spend his nights in jail as punishment 
for non-support of his wife and two children. 
T B. Nowell, a sawmill worker, earned a sentence 
unique in court annals when superior court Judge Chester 
R. Morris gave him an eight-month jail term on a non- 
support conviction, but stipulated that he must work out- } 
side the courthouse during the day to support his family, ( 
spend his nights in jail. The judge also ruled that Nowell ™ 
M 
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Detroit Housewife Kills White Husband | § 

A 29-year-old Detroit Negro housewife stabbed her 
white husband to death because he nagged her about not 
having his dinner ready. Mrs. Dorothy Homic told police 
she took a paring knife from her husband, Frank, 38, and 
stabbed him in the chest after he threatened her. She 
was arraigned on a first degree murder charge before 
Recorders Judge Paul E. Krause. 


Cleveland Husband Kills Rival In Wife’s Bedroom 

A Cleveland plumber, Clough Thompson, caught a rival 
for his estranged wife’s affections nude in her bedroom 
and killed him with a burst from a German machine gun. 
Slain was Charles Roberson, 25, himself a married man. 
The 46-year-old Thompson had ‘been separated from his 
wife, Caldonia, for two weeks after six years of marriage. 
She admitted she was in bed with Roberson when her 
husband broke in. Roberson got out of bed and started 
for Thompson. “Then I let him have it,” said Thompson, 
who was charged with first degree murder. 


African Actor Wins Blood Test In Paternity Case 
In a Los Angeles court African movie actor Mashood 
Olabisi Ajala won his demand for a blood test to deter- 
mine whether he is the father of a child born to Chicago 
nurse Myrtle Bassett. Ajala admitted having sexual rela- 
tions with the girl but claimed in court that she had been 
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WORK ORDERED FOR HUSBAND 


must pay the county for his “room and board.” 

“T’ve got less patience with a man who won’t support 
his children than any man I know of.” Judge Morris told 
Nowell “But for the grace of God and the help of some- 
body else, your children would have starved You're go- 
ing to support them for a while now, old boy.” 

Judge Morris ordered the Durham County board of 
, commissioners to hire Nowell and send his wages, less jail 
fees, to his wife. 
SPLWILIIIILILOLILILLILDLLIDOLIDDDOLILIDLOLEDIDDOLLDDODD DDD: 

| similarly involved with “two or three other guys.” 

Miss Bassett said her child was conceived in Chicago 
and that Ajala left Chicagc on a bicycle trip to California 
shortly after promising to marry her She denied hav- 
ing relations with any men before her pregnancy. 
Claiming she went to Los Angeles at Ajala’s request, 
she told the court they lived together as man and wife. 
Ajala insisted he moved into an apartment with her 
after she threat- ; 
ened to commit 
suicide The 
court denied 
Miss Bassett’s 
request for tem- 
porary support 
after Ajala’s at- 
| torney said he 
was now a stu- 
dent at Santa 
Monica College 
although admit- 
ting he earned 
| $2,300 for seven 
weeks work in 
the film White 
Witch Doctor. 











Ajala and actresses Candida Pateno, 
Janice Wright 
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The familiar courtship quip that “candy is dandy, but 
liquor is quicker,” has been the subject of much contro- 
versy regarding liquor as a sex stimulant. Until recently, 
few facts were available to either prove or disprove the 
popular theory. Even the noted Dr. Kinsey was silent on 
the question in his monumental report of the nocturnal 
practices of male bipeds. Then an inquisitive scientist 
at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore began treating 
five dogs in his laboratory to generous drinks of liquor, 
and came up with some startling observations. 

Liquor, discovered the university’s celebrated Dr. W. 
Horsley Gantt, isn’t all it is cracked up to be. Taken in 
moderate doses, it slowed sexual reflexes; in large doses 
it wiped them out altogether. Although not all the ex- 
perimental animals reacted in the same way to their 
liquid diet, the results showed indtsputably that the more 
alcohol one drinks, the more sexually helpless he be- 
comes. This is paradoxical, Dr. Gantt commented, be- 
cause all the time that a person’s potency is slipping 
away from him, his desire is on the increase. Alcohol 
opens his mind to desires and thoughts which he might 
have suppressed when sober, then gradually robs him of 
his ability to do anything about them. 
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Liquor Affects Men And Women Differently 


Writers and poets have long observed this phenomenon. 
In Shakespeare’s immortal drama, Macbeth, for example, 
Macduff asks: “What three things does drink especially 
provoke?” To which a porter replies: “Marry, sir, nose- 
painting, sleep, and urine. Lechery, sir, it provokes and 
unprovokes; it provokes the desire, but it takes away the 
performance.” The idea is echoed in modern songs like 
the hillbilly-inspired tune, Cigarettes and Whiskey and 
Wild Wild Women, and Nat “King” Cole’s recent record- 
ing, Wine, Women and Song 

Despite the often unpleasant effects which excessive 
drinking has upon the constitution, one survey showed 
Negroes continue to spend approximately $60,000,000 a 
year on liquor, more than 15 per cent of the total Ameri- 
can expenditure for alcohol. A national study last year 
showed that over three-quarters of the Negro men and 
over two-thirds of the Negro women in the US. use 
liquor in some form. 

The largest single concentration of bars East of the 
Mississippi is found in the Negro community on the 
South Side of Chicago, where there are eight times more 
liquor stores than there are anywhere else in the city. 

Oddly, liquor affects women and men differently. Dr. 
Seldon B. Bacon of Yale studied an interracial group of 
alcoholics over a period of years and observed that men 
who are chronic drinkers tend not to marry, while women 
drunkards marry about as often as women of any other 
group. But the tippling females did not stay married as 
long. Dr. Bacon found that their divorce rate was 36 
times higher than that of their non-alcoholic sisters. 

Some psychologists believe that heavy drinkers are 
sexually-frustrated people, not because of their drinking, 
but because of their inability to adjust emotionally to 
another person. For some men, alcohol takes the place 
of sex. For others, it gives them an excuse to initiate 
actions which they would otherwise lack the courage to 
begin. Drinking, specialists claim, can play a big role 
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in the life of a sex-starved man because, like eating and 
smoking, it has to do with the mouth, which physiologists 
consider to be a “secondary sex organ.” 

Heavy drinkers are usually careless about their diet, 
researchers have noted. The National Research Council 
wrote in the Combat Forces Press that “few persons 
realize how much food has to do with sex, and how the 
sex-hungry man gets food-hungry. He wants a girl, but 
he does not know that he wants a girl, so he goes to the 
PX and buys chocolate bars and may even spoil his 
digestion, because no number of chocolate bars ever 
satisfy.” Result: he gets fat, but gains no euphoria. 

Homosexuality and alcohol have often been linked in 
the public mind, but author Donald Webster Cory, an 
admitted deviate who wrote The Homosexual in America, 
bitterly denies that there is any basis for the assumption. 

Cory, however, insists it is often normal men whose 
homosexual underskirts begin to show when they are 
under the influence of alcohol. With their mental bar- 
riers lowered, they begin to seek crude expression for 
their sublimated desires. “Under such circumstances,” he 
Says, “many people, with little or no conscious tendency 
toward the invert’s way of life or mode of love, will find 
themselves not only assenting to seductive advances, but 
even seeking such outlets for a male-directed impulse.” 
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NEXT WEEK IN JET 

FABULOUS CARS OF THE STARS 

In the showy world of entertainment where ex- 
pensive gowns, mink coats and diamond rings be- 
come a trademark of success, the flair for flash is 
more and more being carried over into the private 
automobiles owned by celebrities of show business. 
From low-slung, foreign-make cars to sleek custom- 
built sports models, their luxury cars, like their per- 
formances, are show stoppers as JET points out in a 
highly-entertaining feature. 
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White Bandits Slug, Rob Detroit Cafe Owner, Guests 
Four youthful white bandits escaped with $2,349 in cash 
and jewelry valued at more than $1,000 after entering the 
home of a Detroit restaurant owner, where they slugged 
and robbed six persons. Clarence Williams, 33, owner of 
the swank Palms Cafe, told police the armed bandit quartet 
gained entrance by forcing a window off a second-floor 
rear porch. Two women guests, Mary Brady and Geraldine 
Dunlop, were tied in chairs with clotheslines and the men 
guests—Morris Baker, John Sanford and Douglas Dakus— 
were bound, slugged and pushed to the floor. The victims 
struggled free at 2:30 a.m., six hours after the robbery. 


Bullet, Key To Murder, Imbedded In Youth’s Arm 
An 18-year-old Negro accused of murder in Shelbyville, 
Ind., refused to permit the removal of a bullet from his 
arm because he feared it would be used as evidence 
against him. Charged with shooting policeman John L. 
Sullivan to death in a burglary attempt last July, Emmett 
Johns once agreed to let surgeons probe for the bullet, 


then changed his mind. Prosecutors believe the bullet 
came from Sullivan’s gun when he exchanged sh: with 
Johns. The youth insists, however, that he was shot by 
an unknown assailant. The defense counsel said that 
since Johns is a minor, surgeons could not pro’ he 
bullet without consent of his mother, wh ed 


‘Robin Hood’ Burglary Gang Nabbed 

A so-called “Robin Hood” burglar, 37-year-old Sidney 
Tunstall, who never carried anything less than $100 bills 
in his pocket, was arrested in New York and charged with 
leading a gang that netted $200,000 in loot. Nabbed with 
Tunstall was his brother, Edward, 27, his wife, Julia, 33, 
and two others, William Love and Walter Simmons. The 
gang, police said, specialized in daylight robberies of 
fashionable New York and Detroit homes. Tunstall was 
known to carry 40 or 50 $100 bills and was considered a 
“soft touch” for gamblers and unfortunates. 
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PUNISHMENT OF THE WEEK. A 26-year-old 
<= ==" father, Armstead Fun, was held for grand jury 
action in Baltimore after his eight-year-old daughter, 
with bandaged hands, testified in police court that her 
father held them over a gas stove burner because he 
thought she had told him a lie about her schoolwork. 
Doctors said the girl’s burned hands will require grafting 
of new skin. 


S66 ROOKIE OF 
—— THE WEEK. In 
Detroit 17-year-old Mor- 
ris Johnson enlisted in 
the paratroopers “be- 
cause I never wanted to 
do anything the easy 
way.” Army records re- 
vealed that Johnson at 
17 is already a veteran. 
He received his dis- 
charge two years ago 
from Fort Lewis, Wash., 
where he served two 
years by falsifying his 
age and enlisting at the 
age of 13. Johnson says 
he feels like a “big 
wheel” because he can 
look forward to retirement at the age of 35 because of 
his early enlistment. 


TRAFFIC VIOLATOR OF THE WEEK. In Mem- 
~~ Dhis, Willie Reeder was crossing a street and 
was hit by a car driven by a white woman. He was tossed 
12 feet by the auto. Police arrived on the scene, saw the 
white woman motorist and Willie arguing, gave Willie 
a ticket for jaywalking. 
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ah a KISS OF THE WEEK. Walking up the steps of 

her Detroit home, Lula Godbee was surprised by 

a strange man who ran up behind her, grabbed her by 

the arms, raised her hands to his mouth and kissed them. 

When arrested, George Shealy told police he was so fasci- 

nated by the beauty of Miss Godbee, he “couldn’t resist 
her beauty.” He was sentenced to 30 days in jail. 


> Siig zip) «4 VALENTINE OF THE WEEK. Released from 
~~ New York’s Riverside Hospital a week before 
Valentine’s Day after undergoing a voluntary six-months 
“dope cure,” two 19-year-old youths were arrested nine 
days later for sending a tardy Valentine greeting to a girl 
friend inmate. Reason: the Valentine, which arrived two 
days late and was inscribed “Especially for you, Darling,” 
was intercepted by Riverside officials who detected that 
the heart’s cotton stuffing had been replaced with heroin. 
The youths were John Rivera and Thomas White. 
35.5.4 THIEF OF THE WEEK. St. Louis police ar- 
~ rested Paul Robinson as he stood on a street 
corner, his arms laden with suits, extra pants, and other 
articles of clothing. Police said the clothing had been 
stolen an hour earlier from a parked car, but Robinson 
denied it. After two or three switches in his alibi, how- 
ever, Robinson admitted the theft, but said he was re- 
turning the clothing at the time of his arrest because: 
1) he couldn’t sell them; 2) they didn’t fit him; and 3) 
he had a guilty conscience. 
POSTMAN OF THE 
WEEK. For 32 years, Wil- 
liam A. Young has delivered mail in 
North Philadelphia, winning friends 
all along his route for his friendly 
attitude and willingness to provide 
little extra services. Last week he 
received a surprise. A woman on 
his route, Miss Kathryn Durkin, 
had willed him $100. She left the 
money to “my faithful postman.” 
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» 4» 4 QUESTION OF THE WEEK. The NAACP was 
~ advised by the Justice Department that election 
Officials in Hattiesburg, Miss., will in the future abide 
strictly by the law in questioning Negroes concerning 
their voting qualifications. Reason: the Justice Depart- 
ment intervened with voting officials after Negroes com- 
plained that they were required to furnish answers to 
strange questions before being allowed to vote. One of 
the questions was: “How many bubbles to a bar of soap?” 


4925245 WITNESS OF THE WEEK. Hyman Adams, 26- 

~—---—s«syear-old Detroiter, felt confident when he ap- 
peared in traffic court to answer a charge of drunk driv- 
ing and speeding. Answering a policeman’s charge that 
he drove 40 miles per hour in a 10-mile-per-hour zone, 
Adams pleaded “not guilty” and offered the testimony 
of his passenger, Emanuel Cook, an “eye witness.” Cook 
stepped forward and told the judge, “I know Adams 
wasn’t driving too fast because I was sleeping on the seat 
beside him, and I can’t sleep when danger is near.” 
Adams drew a 10-day jail term and Cook was advised 
to continue his nap. 


4 uy tg CONTRIBUTION OF THE WEEK. For 31 years, 
~ William Boswell worked in Chicago as a porter 
for Van Cleef Brothers, Inc. In 1949, his health failing, 
Boswell was pensioned. Noah Van Cleef, retired presi- 
dent of the corporation and a director of the Heart As- 
sociation, became interested in his former employee and 
advised him on investments to make with his modest 
savings. Last March 27, Boswell, a 71-year-old, childless 
widower, died of heart disease. Last week, officials re- 
vealed that Boswell had left the bulk of his small estate, 
nearly $2,000, to the Chicago Heart Association. 


NAME OF THE WEEK. Henry Green, a 50-year- 
old building contractor, petitioned in Philadel- 
phia common pleas court to legally change his name to 
Peaceful Heart. Judge Curtis Bok granted the petition 
with the observation that his name should be “Polite 
Goat.” 
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Louis (Satchmo) Armstrong, ex- 
plaining how to avoid the flu: Peo- 
ple wouldn’t have flu at all if they’d 
watch the gargle and the eyewash 
and drink plenty of Pluto water.” 


An American captain, speaking 
about Ethiopian soldiers now fight- 
ing in Korea: “You know what they 
do when they go on pass to Tokyo? 
They spend all day going to the 
museums, looking at the sights, and ss 
listening to the opera—all the Louis Armstrong 

things good little American boys should but don’t do.” 


Sarah Vaughan, the singer, on being cautioned to be care- 
ful in addressing Princess Margaret of England: “Oh, I 
know how she feels. After all, I won the Metronome and 
Downbeat polls five years in a row.” 

Sugar Ray Robinson, replying to a friend in Chicago who 
had not known of the former middleweight champion’s 
flair for tap dancing: “Neither did I until I fought Randy 
Turpin.” 

Noel White, King Zulu in the New Orleans Mardi Gras 
parade, complaining while the flat tire on his float was 
being repaired: “This just isn’t our year. First we don’t 
have enough coconuts because our funds are low. Now 
we've got a flat tire. What’s next?” 

Lionel Hampton, the band leader: “Many women go from 
saying ‘I do’ to ‘You'd better.’ ” 

Dr. Henry E. Kagan, Columbia University psychologist, in 
a lecture at the University of Houston, Tex.: “When we 
educate on the subject of prejudice, we must first un- 
educate. Prejudice is so filled with emotion that nothing 
new is allowed into the mind until something old comes 
out.” 
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2 Shopping For New Leg: Looking over artificial legs in 
West Orange, N. J., hospital, Ethiopian soldier Debrani- 
call Tumebo gets ready to replace one he lost in Far 
East. Korean fighter was brought to U. S. to get new leg 
after plea by white nurse, who took care of him in Tokyo 
hospital. (See story on Page 13.) 
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N.Y. Herald-Trivune 


~W There, There Old Pal: Accidentally shot during a game 
of “cowboys and Indians” after finding a gun in an empty 
lot, Juan Medina, 10, is comforted by Godfrey Crespo, 6, 
who did the shooting. Wounded in left arm, Medina was 


rushed to New York Bellevue Hospital. Godfrey’s mother 
turned gun over to police after shooting. 
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® “Come Out Fighting!”: Doubling his fists and leaping 
high into the air, retired middleweight champion Sugar 
Ray Robinson shows in dance form how he used to heed 
referee’s advice to “come out fighting when the bell 
rings.” Now a dancer, Sugar Ray earns $12,500 weekly. 
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Murshall Wilson 


Wi Liberty Bell Keeper: Army M/Sgt. Leonard Pate. Jr., 
was assigned a role as history teacher for Philadelphia 
tots when he began a tour as first Negro sentry at Inde- 
pendence Hall. A veteran of World War II and Korea, 
he became the first Negro to guard the Liberty Bell. 
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Died: 

Bishop John Andrew Gregg, 75, a 
senior bishop of the African Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church; of a heart 
ailment; at Brewster Hospital, in 
Jacksonville, Fla. He was presiding 
bishop of the Florida AME district 
and board chairman of Edward 
Waters College in Jacksonville. Dur- 
ing 50 years as a religious leader, 
Bishop Gregg was president of Wil- 
berforce University, Xenia, Ohio; 
and a missionary to South Africa. 
A daugk*er, Naomi Cherot, survives. 
First funeral service was held in 
Jacksonville, a second in Kansas 
City, where he was buried. . . . Dr. 
J. A. Brinkley, Sr., 73, prominent Baptist minister and 
former professor at Virginia Union University in Rich- 
mond; at his Richmond home... . Sir Harold Allan, 58, 
finance minister of Jamaica, British West Indies; of a 


heart ailment; in Jamaica. 


N. C. White Methodist Students Urge End Of Bias 

White Methodist college students in North Carolina 
urged the church to “break down the bars of segregation” 
and admit Negroes to church-sponsored schools. Some 
200 youth leaders attending the North Carolina Methodist 
Student Conference in Greensboro approved a resolution 
which criticized the church for preaching Christian prin- 
ciples and not upholding them. The Methodist Church 
supports Duke University, High Point College, Greens- 
boro College, Bennett College, Pfeiffer Junior College, 
Louisburg Junior College and Brevard Junior College in 
the state, but Negroes only attend Bennett. 





Bishop Gregg 
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New Mexico Senate Kills Anti-Bias School Bill - 

A bill to end racial segregation in New Mexico’s public 
schools was defeated by the state senate as 16 white 
legislators voted in a block against 14 Spanish-American 
legislators after a bitter floor debate. Opponents of the 
move said communities themselves are weeding out race 
bias in schools. 
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FULTZ QUADS NEAR END 

One morning last fall in Yanceyville, N. C., four ex- 
cited little girls—all named Mary and all aged six—piled 
out of a shiny new auto and scampered into the class- 
rooms of Caswell County training school. It was the 
first day in school for the world’s only Negro identical 
quadruplets, the Fultz girls—Mary Ann, Mary Alice, Mary 
Catherine and Mary Louise—of Reidsville, N. C. 

At first they made friends slowly. They remained 
slightly aloof, sought their nurse 
or each other for company. 

Today, with their first school 
term almost behind them, the 
world-famous quads have become 
“four of the gang.” When they 
arrive at school, they are likely to 
go their separate ways in search 
of playmates. In class, they are 
eager, aggressive pupils. And, like 
most first-graders, they are clever 
at devising mischievous pranks. 

The quads have made much 
progress since those first eventful 
days last fall. Already they have 
shown a flair for music and art. 
In other subjects they are months 
ahead of other pupils. They had 
learned fundamentals of reading 
and writing in their own nursery. 

Perhaps most important to the 
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$25,000 Fire Damages N. C. College Book Store 

An early morning fire destroyed some $25,000 worth of 
stock and equipment at the North Carolina Agricultural 
and Technical College book store in Greensboro. The 
store is located in 56-year-old Crosby Hall, one of the 
oldest buildings on the A. & T. campus. Firemen said 
the blaze was caused by spontaneous combustion. 
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OF FIRST SCHOOL TERM 
quads at school is that they have won the confidence and 
friendship of other pupils. This is a greater tribute to 
the girls themselves than to anyone else, for it is due to 
an infectious good nature which attracts whomever they 
meet. 

Of them their principal, N. L. Dillard (below) says: 
“We find them friendly, lovable kids with a zest for life 
and a charming innocence.” 


PIPL LLLP LEL PLL LOL ELE LLL E PLL ELE LL PLE LLP LELLELELLL LLL LL EL 


3? 








<> MODERN LIVING 


SPRING 
STYLES sg 
FEATURE zg” 
EXCITING 
COLORS 


Moonlight and sand and the 
rich beauty of candlelight shining 
on old paper have inspired design- 
ers this year to create an entirely 
new array of colors for their 
spring fashions. Costume suits 
featuring the popular “long, lean 
look” will be seen in delightful 
shades like “milk and honey,” 
“parchment,” “flint,” and “sand 
and granite.” Navy and gray will 
retain their past popularity, how- 
ever, and much plain black will 
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Match Boz suit of wool 
jersey has straight 
skirt. Price $40. 








Short coat of wool boucle is smart enough for ail-time wearing. 
Sleeves are worn pushed = ed collar has square look. 
rice . 
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be worn—with or with- 
out chalk white accents. 

The finishing touch 
for 1953 fashions will be 
the stole, which promises 
to attain even greater 
popularity this year 
than last. Unusual 
rough-textured materi- 
als give many spring 
stoles a rustic, but ex- 
pensive look. Some are 
lined with crepe or wool 
to match the garments 
with which they are 
worn, and actually are 
as warm as a coat. Jer- 


Stole jacket can be worn either 
straight or wrapped. 
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Gray wool suit has match- 
ing jersey blouse. Price $75. 


sey will be the most 
talked-about fabric, al- 
though the materials be- 
ing used in spring out- 
fits include simple cot- 
ton, imported wool, 
tweed, silk, and rayon. 
Suits and coats shown 
here are by Swansdown, 
hats by O’Connell. 
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WROUGHT IRON CLOCK. A sleek, new 
clock by Amy Abbott features an 
artistic wrought iron open work 
pattern in a 19-inch square 
shadow-box. It hangs on the wall ; 
by a polished brass ring. The we 
clock, which has a Sessions elec- : 
tric movement, is five inches 
square. Price $21.95. 





Shadow box clock. 


PLASTIC PLANT HOODS. Novel new 
plastic hoods have been de- 
signed by Plasti-Plant to help 
the amateur horticulturist 
protect seedlings, cuttings and 
small plants from house 
drafts. They also will protect 
outdoor plants from airborne 
diseases, light frost, hail and 
small animals. Price, six for 
$3.95. 





Plastic plant hood. 
ROTARY BROILER. A new infra-red rotary broiler-grill is a vir- 
tual electric kitchen which cooks seven ways. It barbecues. 
roasts, broils, toasts, grills, ; 
fries and boils. The broiler 
has two separate spits—a 
skewer spit for fowl and 
roasts, and a barbecue grill 
spit for frankfurters, ham- 
burgers and other small 
cuts of meat. A Jay Broiler 
product, it operates on 
three heat switches and has 
large bakelite handles to 
facilitate easy handling. 
Price: $59.95. 





Rotary broiler. 
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DETROIT. Scores of friends 
flocked to the Hotel Goth- 
am Holiday Room to a 
marriage shower for Cour- 
ier columnist Gladys John- 
son (ex-wife of liquor sales- 
man Joe Makel), who an- 
nounced her secret Decem- 
ber marriage to auto sales- 
man Jimmy (The Greek) 
Johnson. The lavish affair 
which brimmed over into 
several adjoining suites, 
found guests enjoying 
mountains of hors d’oeuvres 
and Scotch. Mrs. Johnson, as Sa 

smartly dressed in a lilac Gladys Johnson 
crepe creation, nipped rumors about a future appointment 
with the stork ... Fashionable Marva Louis Spaulding 
led the bevy of beauties who modeled at the New Bethel 
Church fashion show. Sharing honors in the promenade 
were models Beverly Evans, Mary Beal and Kathryn 
Curry .. . At the engagement party of pretty Vera Wil- 
son and James F. Wade, tiny Robert Powell III, dressed 
as a cherubic cupid, announced the couple’s coming mar- 
riage. 


SAN FRANCISCO. More than 1200 exuberant fans and music 
lovers jammed into the California Hotel in Oakland for 
the Artist and Models Guild’s reception honoring Nat 
(King) Cole and Louis Jordan... The 20th Century 
Girls Cotillion Ball at beautiful Veterans Memorial Audi- 
torium was one of the swankiest affairs of the winter 
season. Each debutante was chosen for her scholastic 
achievement as well as social position . . . The teenagers 
are making plans to take over the Booker T. Washington 
YMCA for their teenage benefit dance, slated for March 7. 
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CLEVELAND. A 50-pound, three-tiered cake, baked in the 
shape of a heart, was the main attraction at the Hy-Test 
Club’s 24th annual cocktail sip. More than 100 guests 
attended the swanky affair at the Benedict Club 
Cleveland’s Kentucky State alumni met at the Cosmo- 
politan Club for an informal cocktail party Club presi- 
dent Atty. Paul "Vhite and Al Collins were hosts 
Many of the city’s outstanding jeune filles were presented 
at the Book of Gold fashion show 


MEMPHIS The catchy rhythms of Mexican drums, pretty 
maidens, and an array of Spanish decorations set the 
stage for the Twelve Links’ Mexican-inspired party at the 


Hippodrome Ballroom . The E. A. Witherspoons (he is 
a prominent pharmacist) are proud parents of a baby 
daughter .. The gay Swankettes cocktail party drew 


scores of socialites to Foote Homes Auditorium 


CHICAGD. The Druids 
swank formal dance 
at the Parkway Ball- 
room set the week’s 
social pace in the 
Windy City. Chatting 
during intermission 
(see photo, 1. to r.) 
were Druidmen Dr. 
Earl W  Renfroe of 
the Illinois Medical 
School and Dr. Wal- 
ter Adams and guest 
Mrs. George Gray 

The “Cotton Ball Goes 
to Jamaica,” given by 
the Volunteer Service 
Guild at the Parkway 
was an exciting mon- Drs Renfroe. Adams and Mrs. Gray 
tage of tropical color and gaiety Admittance fee was 
a bed sheet to replenish the linen supply at Provident 
Hospital. 
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» Philadelphia’s Dr. Roscoe Doss and the rosy-cheeked 


blue-eyed blonde who is the apple of his eye. They'll 
boost Philly’s interracial marriage population this 
spring. 


Washington’s wealthy young realtor, John R. Pinkett, 
Jr., former husband of singer Pearl Bailey, who is now 
in the midst of a divorce suit with his wife, the former 
Dallas socialite, Jacqueline Hill. 


Saxophone star Don Byas whose Dutch sweetheart is 
giving him a rough time around the Paris boite circuit. 
“He stays out all night every night,” she complains, 
“with a bunch of shiftless, penniless, hungry musi- 
cians.” 


That popular band whose members are in the “Modern 
and Super-Sonic Secret Society of the Needle.” All 
wear a “needle” in their lapels as a badge of member- 
ship. One of the crew, a trumpet player, is the official 
“FBI spotter” at the “inner-inner sanctum” needle 
sessions. 


The elopement in Detroit of John Sadler, young 
brother of newspaper columnist Grayce Sadler, with 
successful business woman Verna Richardson MclIn- 
tosh. 


The factionalism among Washington’s top echelon 
Negro leadership over whom Eisenhower appoints as 
Negro city commissioner of the District of Columbia. 
One group favors older candidates like Col. West 
Hamilton and retired Gen. B. O. Davis, Sr. The other 
plumps for chaps like Dr. Paul Cooke of Miner Teach- 
ers College faculty. Eisenhower? He ain’t said a thing! 


- Bandleader Dizzy Gillespie stopping traffic on Paris 


boulevards with the new Scotch beret he’s sporting. 
It’s red, white, blue, green and yellow. 
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TALKING ABOUT 


> That black eye beauteous Florence Norris took with 
her when she left Philadelphia. The blonde had come 
back after a 10-year absence to celebrate her recent 
divorce from a California ofay entertainer only to 
wind up in the middle of a battle in a downtown Philly 
place that caters exclusively to whites. 


> Bill Coleman, the trumpet star, who has definitely 
made Europe his home. He broke up his band in the 
U. S., formed another to tour with in Switzerland. 


-!- That Washington postal clerk who slapped up his ofay 

” girl friend who is an F street store saleswoman. Her 
mother complained, had him hailed in by the district 
attorney. She almost fainted when the daughter 
showed up and refused to prosecute her beige boy 
friend. 


-!- Sally Blair, the blonde-bombshell chirper touring with 

* the Johnny Otis band, who ran into her old Philadel- 
phia playmate, Russell Newkirk, at Waco, Tex., where 
he is in the air force. Did Russ play hookey to escort 
her through the Lone Star State? 


«!- Jay Loft-Lynn, Los Angeles radio and stage actor, who 
* is still eating his heart out over the marriage in New 
York of his old flame, actress Bettye Haynes. 


«|. That recent dinner in Monrovia, Liberia, thrown by 
‘“ President Tubman for visiting Premier Nkrumah of 
Nigeria. Globe-trotting ex-newsman Floyd Snelson, 
who was a guest, says the only items on the menu from 
Liberia were water and home-grown red pepper. The 
sirloin came from Portugal, the oxtails for the con- 
somme from Spain, the endive salad from France as 
did the champagne, potatoes from Ireland, coffee from 
the African Gold Coast, Haig & Haig from Edinburgh. 

Cuisine was prepared by an imported French chef. 
—DAN BURLEY 
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BOOK THE MAN FROM MAIN STREET 
OF THE Edited by Harrv Maule and 
WEEK Melville Cane 


ts When America’s great novelist Sinclair Lewis died two 
years ago in Rome, he left among his bequests grants to 
the NAACP and the National Urban League. That he 
should remember Negroes upon his death was symbolic 
of his life A genuine liberal in the truest sense, he 
looked upon the racial problem as a peculiarly-stupid 
American — and jibed at U S. bigotry with the 
same satiric zest that he used in such 
masterpieces as Babbitt, Elmer Gan- 
try and Main Street His one book 
about Negroes, Kingsblood Royal, was 
perhaps not his finest but it shocked 
many Americans into a recognition of 
their inane hypocrisy on the matter 
of race 

® It was in a piece about the pub- 
lication of Kingsblood that Lewis 
pointedly wrote: “I don’t think the 
Negro problem is insoluble because I 
Sinclair Lewis don’t think there is a Negro problem.” 
The article printed in Negro Digest at the time went on 
to show that U S Negroes racially were a hodge-podge of 
colors, ideas, beliefs. “None of the profound and con- 
vincing nonsense of race difference can be made into 
sense,” Lewis concluded The Kzngsblood piece is in- 
cludec in an excellent collection of essays and odds and 
ends that Lewis wrote outside of books in his lifetime. 
Chosen from nearly a million words of material in his 
private papers, The Man From Main Street (Random 
$3.75) was edited by two close friends of Lewis, Harry 
Maule and Melville Cane. 

6 Aside from the Kingsblood article, the book also in- 
cludes an Esquire book review that sums up Lewis’ 
thought on Negro literature current during the war years. 
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Willard Motley Faces Mexican Expulsion 

Willard Motley, best-selling au- 
thor of Knock on Any Door, was 
threatened with expulsion from 
Mexico as an “undesirable” because 
of his probing the seamy side of 
Mexican life. Mexico City’s news- 
papers published accusations that 


vaca resort, where he now lives. He 
denied charges he is a Communist, 
and insisted he was gathering ma- 


terial for a forthcoming book. Willard Motley 


Richard Wright Has Two New Novels 

Although his first novel since his best-selling Native 
Son is scheduled for March 18 publication, noted author 
Richard Wright has completed the first draft of yet an- 
other novel, his third. The newest one, as yet untitled, will 
follow his The Outsider, which tells of a Negro intellec- 
tual’s experiences in the Communist Party in Chicago and 
Harlem. Harper’s is publishing The Outsider, which is re- 
ported to be a shocking story of murder, violence and sex. 
Wright’s third novel, which he has virtually completed, 
will be a short one on the order of Hemingway’s The Old 
Man And The Seo. He works on it quietly at home in the 
mornings, takes his meals at home and spends most 
afternoons arguing politics with Americans in Left Bank 
cafes. 


Cleveland Housewife-Columnist Writes First Novel 
A Cleveland housewife and newspaper columnist, Ethel 
Nishua Arnold, has written her first novel entitled She 
Knew No Evil, to be published in March by Vantage Press 
The novel is set in Glendale, a fashionable Negro resi- 
dential neighborhood in Cleveland Mrs Walker, wife of 
B. Walker Arnold and mother of four, writes a column for 
women in the Cleveland Call and Post, a Negro weekly. 
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Cordon Parks Set For One-Man Photo Show 
Sordon Parks, well- 
known Negro _ pho- 
tographer, made ar- 
rangements to present 
a one-man show at 
the Art Institute of 
Chicago from March 
15 to May 1. An ex- 
hibit of 50 pictures, 
the show will include 
documentary work 
and fashion shots 
made by Parks, a Life 
Magazine photogra- 
pher, all over the 
world. Including 
samples of his magazine work it will feature his pictorial 
treatment of Ralph Ellison’s book, Jnvisible Man. 


Two Detroit Teen-Agers Win Top Art Awards 

Two teen-aged Negro painters won top awards in a De- 
troit scholastic art exhibit and becamie eligible to compete 
for $15,000 in prizes. Given gold achievement awards with 
186 other high school students were Theodore Stafford, 15, 
and Isaac Stringer, 16. They will be sent to Pittsburgh’s 
Carnegie Institute in May to enter their work in a na- 
tional exhibit. 


__BUSINESS ] 


Mich. Insurance Firm Plans 25th Anniversary 

The Great Lakes Mutual Life Insurance Company of 
Detroit, one of the largest Negro insurance firms in the 
Mid-West, will observe its 25th anniversary during the 
week of March.6. Founded in 1928 in a one-room office, 
the company, headed by Charles H. Mahoney, co-founder, 
now employs more than 200, occupies a 30-room buliding 
and has more than $46,000,000 insurance in force. 





Gordon Parks 
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SPORTS + 


Joe Louis Signs For Ping-Pong Tour 

Former heavyweight champion Joe Louis signed for a 
ping-pong exhibition tour with Reba Moness, the national 
women’s table tennis champion. The tour begins March 
15 at the Sportsman’s Show in St. Louis. Most of their 
exhibitions will be in theaters across the nation. 


Dukes May Play Amateur Basketball 

Walt Dukes, six-foot-11 All-American center for Seton 
Hall University, told JET he plans to play amateur ball 
and study law at the University of California next fall, 
unless he receives a fabulous pro offer. Dukes, who has 
helped Seton Hall to 75 victories against only 10 losses 
in three years, including 26 straight wins this season, 
reportedly has received a $10,000 offer from the New York 
Knickerbockers. 


Indianapolis Clowns Sign Woman Infielder 

The Indianapolis Clowns 
signed Marcenia Lyle 
(Toni) Stone, 22-year-old 
woman second base star 
from Oakland, Calif., to a 
$12,000 playing contract for 
the 1953 season. She will be 
the first woman ever to 
play in organized Negro 
baseball. “This is no pub- 
licity stunt,” Clowns’ gen- 
eral manager Syd Pollock 
said. “Toni Stone will be 
the regular second base- 
man for the Clowns. She 
has proven her ability by 
playing three years with 
the New Orleans Creoles.” 





Toni Stone 


Born in St. Paul, Minn., Miss Stone first crashed into 
baseball several years ago when she worked out with the 
St. Paul Saints of the American Association. 
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Charles Signs For Bout With Layne 

Former heavyweight champion Ezzard Charles and Rex 
Layne, the Utah rough-houser, signed for a title “elimina- 
tion” bout at San Francisco on April Fool’s Day The win- 
ner will fight champion Rocky Marciano in September— 
if Marciano still holds the title. In a previous match in 
Utah, Layne won a disputed decision over Charles. 


Fighter Quits In Ring, Blames Police 

A fight for the California heavyweight title between 
champion Willie Bean and challenger Dale Hall at Holly- 
wood’s Legion Stadium ended in the eighth round when 
Hall screamed and quit as Bean punched him around 
the kidneys. Later, Hall explained that his conduct was 
due to a beating he received from police on January 2, 
when he was picked up for disturbing the peace. He said 
he is suing the Los Angeles police department on a brutal- 
ity charge. But referee Abe Roth said Hall, who was 
favorite and had won the first four rounds, “wanted to 
quit and his conduct was unbecoming.” 


Hoskins Reveals Threats On His Life 

Pitcher Dave Hoskins revealed 
that his life was threatened before 
a Texas League game at Shreve- 
port, La., last June 9. First Negro 
in the league, Hoskins pitched for 
Dallas, winning 22 games and los- 
ing 10. Describing the incident at 
Daytona Beach, Fla., where he is 
training for his debut with the 
Cleveland Indians, Hoskins said: “I 
received three letters that morning, 
one at a time. First one said I’d 
be shot if I sat in the dugout. Sec- 
ond one said I’d be shot if I went “Dave Hoskins 
on the field. And the third one said I’d be shot if I took 
the mound.” Hoskins said he did not tell his manager, 
Dutch Meyer, of the letters for fear he would not be al- 
lowed to start the game. 
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Wl Drops Bat For 
Fishing Pole: 
Roy Campanella, 
Brooklyn Dodg- 
ers catcher, grins 
through his new 
winter-grown 
mustache as he 
weighs trout he 
caught between 
workouts at the 
Brooklyn train- 
ing camp at Vero 
Beach, Fla. The 
“one that didn’t 
get away” meas- 
ured 14 inches 
long and weighed 
two pounds 

Scale was Cam- 
py’s birthday 
present from his 
wife, Ruthe. 





Campy, Black Report In ‘Fine Shape’ 

Brooklyn Dodger stars Roy Campanella and Joe Black 
reported for pre-spring training workouts at Vero Beach, 
Fla., in “fine shape” as a result of visits to Hot Springs, 
Ark. Catcher Campanella, who reported to camp weigh- 
ing 221 pounds last year, weighed 203 and barely missed 
winning a hat from vice-president Buzzie Bavasi by not 
coming in under 200. 


Boxing Body Suspends Harold Johnson 

Harold Johnson of Philadelphia, the No. 2 ranking light 
heavyweight boxer, was suspended indefinitely by the 
National Boxing Association for failure to fulfill a con- 
tract at Toledo, O. 
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Dodgers Trade Pendleton To Braves 
Jim Pendleton, a promising in- ae 
field-outfield prospect developed in 
the Brooklyn Dodgers farm system, 
was a key man in the winter’s big- 
gest baseball deal. Formerly a star 
at St. Paul and Montreal and 
considered a likely Dodger regular 
this year, Pendleton was traded 
to the Boston Braves as part of a 
roundabout, six-player deal which ' 
brought pitcher Russ Meyer of the 
Phillies to Brooklyn. Jim Pendleton 


Manager ‘Freezes’ Jimmy Carter’s Title 

New York fight manager Willie Ketchum put a “freeze” 
on the lightweight championship after his titleholder, 
Jimmy Carter, lost a 10-round non-title bout to Armand 
Savoie in Montreal. Angered because he thought Carter 
had won, Ketchum refused Savoie’s request for a title 
shot. “Savoie will never get a shot at the title as long as 
we hold it,” Ketchum said. Carter, one of the most un- 
usual champions in ring history, previously had lost non- 
title bouts to Babe Herman and Eddie Chavez and a title 
bout to Lauro Salas, whom he whipped in a return match. 


White Sox Sign Pitcher Connie Johnson 

Giant right-hander Clifford (Connie) Johnson signed a 
contract with the Chicago White Sox. Johnson, who 
stands six-four and is 29 years old, pitched for the Sox 
farm at Colorado Springs, Colo., last season, winning 18 
and losing 9 games. 


Manager-Trainer Sues Fighter Coley Wallace 

Bill (Pops) Miller, New York fight manager and trainer, 
sued young heavyweight boxer Coley Waliace for one 
third of the proceeds from Wallace’s acting job in The 
Joe Louis Story, a movie. Miller’s contract with Wallace 
expired on January 29. The fighter, managed by Frank 
(Blinky) Palermo, reportediy will be paid $5,000 for play- 
ing-the role of Joe Louis. 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


By A. S. “Doc”? Young 


The Sad Sam Jethroe of 1952 may be the Gay 
Blade of 1953, a rejuvenated fellow who will rescue 
Boston’s Braves from their seventh-place National 
League reservation and lift them into the first divi- 
sion. If he does the latter, he will make Manager 
Charley Grimm, who hopefully predicted a first 
division finish the other day, look like a swamiz, al- 
though Grimm ironically counted Jethroe out. Sam, 
Grimm said, is not his kind of player. 

Other observers had similar feelings following 
Jethroe’s dismal 1952 season. He hit only .232, made 
costly errors in center field, and lost his base-theft 
crown to Peewee Reese of the Dodgers after a two- 
year reign. The Jet, observers said, was through. 

But none of this is worrying the newly-con- 
fident Jethroe. “I think 1953 will be my best 
year,” he told the writer. “I had two operations 
during the off-season and I feel great.” He ex- 
plained his slump. “Lots of times last season,” 
he said, “I didn’t have any ‘umph.’ A fistula (he 
had nine sore spots on his intestines) was poi- 
soning my system. After July, I went downhill. 

But now, I’m well. I’m relaxed. I eat more. My 

weight is goud and even my eyes are better now.” 

He said his doctor was amazed that he played at 
all last year. Then, startlingly, he revealed that 
the physician had recommended the operation in 
the spring of 1950. Ignoring this advice, Jethroe 
went on to become National League rookie of the 
year and its base-thieving champion. He repeated 
the running feat in 1951, which leads one to won- 
der: if The Jet ran like that with a “flat tire,” just 
how good will he be now that he’s freewheeling 
again? 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Dope Conviction Bars Parker From N. Y. _ Club 


Because of previous narcotics 
convictions, bebop saxophonist 
Charlie “Yardbird” Parker was re- 
fused a police cabaret permit and 
had to be cancelled out of Broad- 
way’s Band Box Club. He was 
scheduled to appear at the new jazz 
mecca with pianist Art Tatum and 
saxophonist Stan Getz. Elsewhere 
in New York, narcotics squad de- 
tectives arrested bass fiddler Ernest 
Shephard in his hotel room, charged 
him with possession of marijuana 
cigarettes. He is a former member 
of the Lionel Hampton band. 


Ruby Richards, Folies Star, Signed For Latin Quarter 


Ruby (Curleytop) Rich- 
ards, onetime Cotton Club 
chorus girl and now a star 
in the world-famous Folies 
Bergere in Paris, was signed 
by owner Lou Walters to 
headline his next show at 
New York’s Latin Quarter. 
The slim-waisted, slant- 
eyed, West Indian-born 
Ruby left New York several 
years ago on a pleasure trip 
for Europe. She lingered 
in Paris and last year was 
selected for a top role in 
the Folies. In the Folies, 
Ruby is featured in seven 
special numbers. The new 
Latin Quarter show will 
be entitled “Mardi Gras.” 
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Wi Bopster Mod- 
els Mink Tie: 
Bop vocalist 
Babs Gonzalez 
became a male 
model to show 
off a silver blue 
mink necktie for 
designer Lee 
Woods. Unique 
cravat was pre- 
viewed at a spe- 
cial male fash- 
ion show in New 
York. Persian 
lamb hat is Babs’ 
own creation. 





For topping the million mark in sales of their records, 
the Mills Brothers received a gold record from Decca 
Records at Ciro’s in Hollywood. Songstress Peggy Lee 


made the presentation. 
sold over 1,500,000 records. 


Paris Is No Heaven, Says Zutty Singleton 


Living in Paris is no bed of roses 
for Negro musicians, declared 
famed New Orleans-style drummer 
Zutty Singleton, who arrived in New 
York with his wife, Marge, after 14 
months in Europe. “Paris is the 
worst place in the world to get 
broke in; I saw musicians around 
there who’d been fooled by all the 
talk about how great things were 
and now they were living from day 
to day, working for $5 a night.” 


The quartet’s Glow Worm has 





« 'Y 
Zutty Singleton 
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‘Porgy And Bess’ Opens In Paris 

George Geshwin’s immortal Porgy and Bess opened be- 
fore a fashionable Paris audience at the Empire Theater 
on the last leg of a tour through Western Europe. Theater 
officials predicted that capacity houses would witness 
each performance during its two-week engagement. U. S. 
Ambassador James C. Dunn was among first nighters who 
applauded the performance. Even Communist newspa- 
pers in Paris lauded the production. The Robert Breen- 
Blevins Davis revival will open on Broadway on March 10 
at the Ziegfeld Theater without star William Warfield. 


Club Owner Sues Billie Holiday For $30,000 

Singer Billie Holiday was sued for $30,000 in damages 
by former San Francisco nightclub operator Shirley W. 
Corlett, who charged that Miss Holiday broke a singing 
contract in September, 1950. Corlett{ one-time operator 
of the Long Bar in San Francisco, said in a petition filed 
in superior court that the singer signed for a $1,000-a- 
week engagement, then failed to fulfill it. 
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CHICAGO RESTAURANT APOLOGIZES 

After holding out for more than 
three years, Lena Horne received an 
unprecedented public apology from 
Caruso’s theater-restaurant in Chi- 
cago which denied her and her in- 
terracial party a table in Septem- 
ber, 1949. The apology, published as 
an ad in all four Chicago daily 
newspapers, was worded by Miss 
Horne’s attorney, Luis Kutner. Kut- 
ner told JET that Miss Horne’s vic- 
tory marks the first time in legal 
history that a person received a 
public apology in a civil rights suit. Lena Horne 

The ad read: “Personal to Lena Horne: To alleviate a 
PEDO DEEEOCORRDOOODEDOOCOOONODOOMEOEEDOEOORED DE CES vic 
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= Heidt Stages N. C. Protest Show 
Bandleader eee 
Horace Heidt, 
protesting a Jim 
Crow policy 
which prevented 
Negroes from at- 
tending his show 
at Reynolds Au- 
ditorium in 
Winston - Salem, 
N. C., staged a 
| benefit show for 
Negroes at At- 
kins High School. 
He presented $50 , 
each to Eugene Eugene Walcott and Horace Heidt 
Walcott, sopho- 
| more violinist at Winston-Salem Teachers College, and 
Gwendolyn Smith, an Atkins High School soprano, for 
performing on the special show. 
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rO LENA HORNE FOR 1949 JIM CROW 
misunderstanding, we look forward to welcoming you and 
serving you.” 

Under the Illinois civil rights code, a violator can be 
sued for up to $500 for practicing discrimination. When 
the case was first heard, Caruso’s, hoping to avoid further 
adverse publicity, requested an out-of-court settlement 
for $500 but the request was rejected hv Miss Horne who 
demanded either a public apology or a public trial. For 
three years the night spot’s attorneys fought a delaying 
action and did not agree to the apology until recently 
when a Chicago judge ordered the case be heard. 

Kutner said the struggle cost Caruso’s several thousand 
dollars, including fees for three different sets of attorneys, 
the payment of all court costs, and the cost of publishing 
the apology in newspapers. 
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HARD LUCK STREAK STILL 


For lovely singer Jean Parks, show business has 
been one bad break after another during the ten 
years that she has strived for fame. Each time she 
has approached the threshold of success, hard luck 
has dogged her and kept her from attaining the top 
rung of the entertainment world. 

Newest in a string of bad breaks occurred in 
Paris, where she now lives. With a singing contract 
and ticket on the Queen Mary in her hand, she was 
ready to make a triumphal return to New York. But 
at the last minute, she was stricken with a mys- 
terious skin ailment which threatens to mar her 
face permanently. 

Beautiful, shapely and talented Jean Parks went 
to New York ten years ago from her native Dayton, 
Ohio, after winning several beauty eomtonte. . aay 
she won favorable notices, 
first as a singer with Earl 
Hines’ band and then as 
leader of the Sweethearts 
of Rhythm all-girl band. 
Just when her name seemed 
to be catching on, she ran 
into trouble—she was ar- 
rested as a dope addict. 

Jean was able to win her 
freedom and started up the 
ladder once again. But 
then once again hard luck 
stopped her. When noto- 
rious playboy Dickie Wells 
died, it was in her Harlem 
apartment. At the time Wells was involved in the 
case of a U. S. diplomat’s daughter who became a 
call girl. Jean was the target of many mudslingers 


Jean Parks 


. 
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DOGS SINGER JEAN PARKS 


and finally 15 months ago she headed for Paris to 
try her luck in France. 

With the change of scenery came a change of 
luck. She hit successively at famed Carroll’s in 
Paris and at clubs in Istanbul and Athens. Later 
she opened her own little cave cabaret, gave it Al- 
gerian antique decor and an international flavor, 
and named it Jean’s Intrigue. From the first, it 
was a click, but Jean, over-eager for wealth and 
fame, made two mistakes: 1) she replaced interna- 
tional music with jazz and lost her free-spending 
clientele; 2) she left the business to take a side job 
in Spain. 

With a contract to play the Club Embassy in Lon- 
don on her way home, she elatedly wrote a friend: 
‘I shall return to my old love, New York City, with 
a new sense of appreciation and a much higher 
evaluation. I am a New Yorker in every sense of 
the word and American to the bone. I am over- 
joyed at the prospect of coming home to my family 
and warm friends who will help me to answer the 
question in my heart—why?” 

Then the jinx returned. Rumors spread in Amer- 
ica that she was guilty of smuggling activities and 
that France was about to deport her. Despite her 
denials, many of her friends quit writing to her. 
The shock made her ill. She was stricken in a Paris 
hotel with “Zona’—a skin disease her doctor at- 
tributes to “emotional shock.” It threatened to 
permanently mar her beauty Lonely, homesick and 
disillusioned, she is still searching for a lucky star. 
She would like to come home, but fears the rumors 
would crop up again. When she is well again. she 
will go to Rome for an engagement, hoping that in 
the Italian capital her luck will change for good. 
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A An addition is on its 
way to the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Campanella. Roy 
is consulting an architect 
to build another wing to 
his Long Island home. 


A Count Basie hired a doc- 
tor to travel with his band 
so that his musicians could 
get medical protection 
against virus germs. First 
person to get sick was the 
medic, who is bedded with 
the flu. 


A The Bill Goings received 
their final papers with her 
getting over $10,000 cash 
and property. He owns two 
drugstores in Cincinnati. 


A Babs Gonzales left the 
James Moody band to or- 
ganize his own quintet. 
They will introduce bebop 
sounds to ringsiders at the 
Copa in Miami. 

A Baseball star Larry Do- 
by is interested in buying 
the Red Rooster Cafe if 
owner George Woods sells 
out and goes to Richmond 
to open a hotel. 


52 


A Swedish music fans wear 
nothing but bebop caps and 
glasses since Dizzy Gillespie 
played a concert there in 
this attire. He auctioned 
off the ones he was wearing 
at a charity dance for $250. 


A Ralph Cooper resigned 
his WOV disc jockey show 
to devote his time to acting 
as Ray Robinson’s personal 
manager. 


A Newest rage of the social 
set (females) is dipping 
snuff. They carry minia- 
ture spittoons around in 
their evening bags. 


A Noble Sissle has reorgan- 
ized his society ork and 
already has been booked to 
play at swank parties given 
by the DuPonts, Morgans 
and Rockefellers. 


A One of Harlem’s politi- 
cians tells friends that he 
is a bigshot legislative as- 
sistant in Albany where the 
state assembly meets. But 
on the payroll there, he is 
listed as a $40 weekly mes- 
senger boy. 
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A Night club owners have 
told Eddie Vinson to keep 
his head bald like it was for 
five years before he started 
growing hair on it recently. 
Their patrons refused to 
believe it was Vinson be- 
cause they knew him in the 
past as “Mr. Cleanhead.” 


A The Louisiana State Club 
celebrated Mardi Gras day 
in New York by throwing 
a three-day ball that cost 
its 200 members over $6,700. 
King of the affair was Cre- 
ole Pete Robertson, owner 
of a gumbo restaurant. 





Johnnie Ray and Nicholas Bros. 





A The Nicholas Bros., at 
the Copa with Johnnie Ray, 
are teaching the cry singer 
dance steps for the film he 
is due to make. As payment 
for their lessons, he is giv- 
ing them a role in the 
movie. 


A Biggest spender at the 
opening of Cecelia Penny’s 
cocktail lounge in Wash- 
ington was 3,000 miles 
away. It was her friend, 
Sarah Vaughan, who 
phoned from England and 
told her to “set ’em up for 
everybody in the house.” 











Mrs Roy Campaneila 


A As revenge against own- 
ers of Birdland Cafe who 
booked a show in Carnegie 
Hall last year one night be- 
fore he played it, Billy Eck- 
stine will sing at the Band 
Box, a jazz spot located 
next door to Birdland. 


A Coeds at Morgan State 
College have organized their 
own cheering team for Joe 
Bostic, Jr.,son of the sports 
announcer and the campus 
playboy. He is rated the 
school basketball team’s 
ace scorer. 


A The owners of the Cher- 
relyn Cafe in Denver were 
so pleased with Mabel 
Scott’s appearance that 
they signed her to a con- 
tract to work there once a 
month for the next seven 
years. 
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Count Basie 


Noble Sissle 


A Marie Grant, wealthy 
employment agency pro- 
prietor, flew to Africa with 
Dr Lucien Brown and his 
big game hunting party 
They have been a wooman- 
tic couple at the big social 
events for two years. 


A Lt. Ellen Strickline, first 
Negro nurse in the regular 
Navy, had to kiss her new- 
lywed hubby, Oliver Drakes, 
goodbye in California and 
fly to Hawaii 


A When Norfolk, Va. 
school teacher Maxine 
Faulkner vacationed here, 
she lost her beaver coat 
while dining in a cafe But 
this week she is happy be- 
cause her rich uncle, James 
Charity. who owns a chain 
of barbershops, replaced it 
with a $3,500 mink. 
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Mabel Scott 


A Undergrad students at 
Spelman College in Atlanta 
will be allowed to join so- 
rorities when Dr. Albert 
Manley takes over as presi- 
dent in June. Current 
prexy Florence M. Reid 
banned such social activi- 
ties for 26 years. 


A Biggest night club in 
Fairbanks, Alaska, is the 
Talk of the Town, run by 
Jimmy Hunter, who closed 
up his record shop in Los 
Angeles two years ago and 
headed for the cold climate. 


A AME Bishop D. Ward 
Nichols did not ask Presi- 
dent Eisenhower for a job 
for himself when he visited 
the White House. He was 
putting in a good word for 
a position for Brooklyn at- 
torney Arthur Funn. 


Ralph Cooper 





Larry Doby 


A Singer Big Maybelle 
Smith ordered a specially- 
made girdle for her 250 
pounds from Ethel Sissle’s 
dress shop. Three dress- 
makers used enough elastic 
material in making it to 
stretch a mile. 


A Lloyd Price is writing 
another hit tune to follow 
his Lawdy Miss Clawdy. 
This will be called Oooh 
Miss Connie, inspired by 
singer Connie Carroll, who 
is woomantic over him. 


A When musicians check 
into the Carnegie Hotel in 
Cleveland, the manager asks 
them for their rent in ad- 
vance. He claims too many 
of them checked out via 
the fire escape to duck pay- 
ing their bills. 

—MaJor ROBINSON 
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Confidentially 
Connie 


MGM’s Confiden- 
tially Connie is a mild- 
ly-amusing comedy 
that makes a weak 
attempt to show vast 
contrasts in salaries 
of low-paid college 
professors and some 
highly-paid laborers. 
Tne characters are 
trite, forced and often 
unbelievable. Van 
Johnson, in the male ; 
lead, is cast as a young Van Johnson and Janet Leigh 
professor dedicated to teaching. He struggles on a small 
salary to support his pregnant wife. Janet Leigh, as the 
wife, gives a warm, sympathetic portrayal of a girl torn 
between standing by her husband’s ideals or urging him 
to return with his wealthy father to the family ranch 
where she can have the luxuries of life. Weakest part of 
the movie is Louis Calhern’s stereotyped portrayal of a 
wealthy, uninhibited rancher who uses embarrassing 
tactics on the campus to force his son’s return to Texas. 
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Sugar Ray Robinson and Rocky Grazizno in film of 1952 
middleweight championship boxing bout on Greatest 
Fights of the Century (Friday, Feb. 27, at 10:45 p.m. 
EST) on NBC television. 

The Livingstone College Choir on Negro College Choirs 
(Sunday, March 1, at 10:30 a.m. EST) on ABC radio. 
Johnny Bratton vs. Al (Sugar) Wilson in a 10-round wel- 
terweight boxing bout (Tuesday, March 3, at 9:30 p.m. 
EST) on ABC television. 
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JANET TRIPLETT, PHILADELPHIA, “Just a 
few lines to let you know how much I enjoy read- 
ing your pocket size JET. I enjoy it very much 
because it brings facts right to the point without 
taking four or five pages to do so. The only trouble 
I find with your magazine is that it doesn’t come 
out often enough. I wish it would come out twice 
a week instead of once.” 


ALBERT STRONG, CLEVELAND, “As a JET 
reader I want to take this opportunity to let you 
and your staff know just how much I enjoy JET. 
At first I would buy one to read on the job at rest 
time and lunch. Then I would pass it on to some- 
one else. After two or three Fridays I started 
buying four or five JETS for the girls and fellows. 
Now it’s 12 to 15 every Friday night. Everyone 
enjoys them.” 











all MAJOR McELROY, KOREA, “It goes without 
saying that we put all reading material on the 
the ‘critical list.” Special Services does all it can, but 
orn ; more magazines are always welcome. All of us 
im trade magazines, and we look like old maids over 
ich the back fence talking about news read in JET.” 
, of 
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Nearihg their 7th birthday, the famed,Fultz quad- 
ruplets (Mary Louise, Mary erty: te M Alice and 
Mary Ann) are completing their first term a public ) 
school at Yanceyville, N. C. Though shy in the begin- 
ning, the first-graders quickly adjusted to their 
new schoolmates, often. u to shade them on 
ten-mile trip to school. (8€é@ “ tion.”) / 4 e 























